




f l u x

 This project focuses conceptually on the transit ional nature of the s ite,  which exists as a 
desolate “buffer zone”  between the bustl ing commercial  epicenter of the c ity and the quiet residential  
end.  Transit ions occur both in the physical terms of scale and density,  as well  as in the 
phenomenological aspects of commotion,  spatial  awareness, and perception of place.  These condit ions 
begin to layer and overlap at the s ite,  creating a feel ing of confusion and “placelessness.”   

 The program draws from the v is ion of Phi ladelphia ’s Mural Arts program, a iming to provide the 
community with a means to engage with the installat ion and transform the entire s ite into a culturally 
and spatial ly s ignif icant col laborative p iece of art h ighl ight ing the importance of the indiv idual as well  
as the community .  The design ut i l izes a ser ies of frames, shifted,  scaled,  and rotated to convey 
transit ional aspects of the c ity by layering spaces of varying density and scale which manipulate the 
user ’s spatial  perception,  addressing the phenomenological  experience of d ifferent urban condit ions.  
At n ight,  the installat ion space transforms into a dynamic l ight ing experience addressing the same 
phenomena through a d ifferent medium:  l ight .

design 5 :  urban research studio       project :  s ite installat ion/l ight ing charrette   
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T h e  p r o p o s e d  p a v i l i o n  a i m s  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c a m p u s e s
b y  s e r v i n g  a s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  e l e m e n t o f  t h e  j o i n i n g  o f  t w o  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n t o  o n e T h e
d e s i g n w h i c h  d r a w s  f r o m  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  e a c h  u n i v e r s i t y  w h i l e c o n v e y i n g  t h e  o v e r a l l  
s p i r i t  o f  t h e  g r o u n d b r e a k i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  m e r g e r .  T h e  f o r m  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  s u g g e s t s  t w o
s e p a r a t e  e l e m e n t s ,  d e p e n d e n t  o n  e a c h  o t h e r ,  b l u r r i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n t o  a u n i f i e d  e n t i t y .  T h i s
t w i s t i n g  f o r m  b e g i n s  a  m e t a p h o r i c a l  d i a l o g u e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  b a s i c
s h a p e  i n t o  a  c o m p l e x  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  s t r u c t u r e .  T h e  s e e m i n g l y  b a s i c  f o r m  g a i n s
c o m p l e x i t y  a n d  c r e a t e s  a  d y n a m i c s h i f t  i n  p e r c e p t i o n  a s  i t  i s  a p p r o a c h e d  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d .  
T h e  t r i a n g u l a t e d  p a t t e r n i n g  o f  t h e  a l u m i n u m  f r a m i n g  a r e  i n f l u e n c e d  b y w e a v i n g  p a t t e r n s
w h i c h  d r a w  f r o m  P h i l a d e l p h i a  U n i v e r s i t y ’s  r i c h  h i s t o r y  a s  a  t e x t i l e  s c h o o l ,  a n d  n o t  o n l y
p r o v i d e  v i s u a l  i n t e r e s t  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  s h a d o w i n g ,  b u t  e f f i c i e n t l y  b a l a n c e  t h e  l o a d s  o n  t h e
s t r u c t u r e .  T h e  p r o g r a m l e s s  s p a c e  l e n d s  i t s e l f  t o u s e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  a s  a  
s y m b o l i c  m o n u m e n t  t o  t h e  m e r g e r ,  a  s t u d y  s p a c e ,  o r  b u s  s t o p  s h e l t e r .
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